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Presentation Notes
Supportive Transitional Permanent Housing Forum at the CAN Community Council on Monday, March 17 at 5:30 at City Hall, Boards and Commissions Room



A presentation from 5:45 to 7:00 PM. 
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System of Care – A coordinated network of services organized to address an individual’s needs.  The emphasis is on a system of different complementary parts that have integrated decision making in key areas such as assessment, referral, placement, tracking and monitoring, service planning, transitioning into another level of care, appropriate service mixes, and discharge.

Supportive services include Basic Services, Child Care, Case Management, Counseling, Health Care, Housing Placement, Job Training, Legal Assistance, Life Skills Training, Mental Health, Substance Use, and Transportation

Emergency Shelter – Any facility, the primary purpose of which is to provide temporary or transitional shelter for the homeless in general or for specific populations of homeless.

Transitional Housing – One type of supportive housing used to facilitate movement of homeless individuals and families to permanent housing.  Housing in which homeless persons can live in for up to 24 months and receive supportive services that enable them to live more independently 

Permanent Supportive Housing – Affordable housing with supportive services, designed for persons with disabilities.  This housing has no time limits and is intended to be a home as long as a person chooses to live there.  Supportive services help residents live as independently as possible and may be provided on site, or by visiting staff. 

Affordable Housing – Housing that costs no more than 30% of a household’s adjusted gross income

Rapid Housing Program – A program in which trained staff help locate and secure housing for homeless persons in order to prevent or reduce their stay in emergency shelter.  Staff work with private and public property owners to overcome homeless persons’ barriers to housing, i.e. substance abuse addiction, criminal histories, prior evictions, bad credit, etc.  The program also ensures that supportive services and assistance are in place so that individuals achieve housing stability. 

<Sources: Austin’s Ten Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness, 2004, Glossary of Terms, pages 49-51>



<Austin Examples >

Emergency Shelter:  Women & Children’s Shelter/ Downtown Shelter – Salvation Army, ARCH -Front Steps, Casa Marienella, LifeWorks, SafePlace, Foundation for the Homeless, Push-Up.

Transitional Housing: LifeWorks (youth), Blackland CDC, Casa Marienella, SafePlace, Community Partnership for the Homeless (veterans), Caritas (men w/ SA)

Affordable Permanent Housing:  Garden Terrace, Spring Terrace – Community Foundations.  
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Homeless Population in Austin/Travis County

Source: The Austin/Travis County 2007 HUD Continuum of Care for Homeless Assistance Grant application - A “count” of homeless persons was conducted in January 2007



HUD defines “homeless” and “chronically homeless” situations, and each community is expected to use those definitions when completing the grant application.  This report assumes that each city did, in fact, use the following definitions:

Homeless: The term “homeless” means a person is sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation (e.g., living on the streets or in an emergency shelter), or residing in an emergency shelter, transitional housing, or other supportive housing program.

Chronically Homeless: The term “chronically homeless” means “an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more, or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years.” (Note: HUD’s definition of chronic homelessness does not include families. Also, an individual must have a disabling condition)
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The Austin/Travis County 2007 HUD Continuum of Care for Homeless Assistance Grant application, 2007

The inventory of emergency shelter, transitional housing, and permanent supportive housing was updated based on the number of beds/units available in May, 2007. 



Local homeless population outnumbers shelter/housing beds currently available.
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ECHO Suggestions

» Need for affordable and permanent supportive
housing.

= Target for those at the very to extremely low
end of income guidelines

« Address various issues of affordability

» Follow Promising Models
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The Executive Committee of ECHO feels that any recommendation would require the input of the entire membership.  The opportunity to present this information came without enough time to adequately develop recommendations or plans which would prioritize specific goals for housing development.  

The needs/gaps information provided illustrates the need for both affordable and permanent supportive housing.  Without permanent housing options our community will continue to experience the effects homelessness. 

New housing needs to be developed for those at the very to extremely low end of income guidelines.  

Housing is only one area of affordability.  Additional advocacy for and development of peripheral services such as (Mental Health Services, Child Care, Employment Services, etc…) needs to be addressed.  These services are often seen as being outside the housing realm, but are necessary for the long term sustainability of all housed persons.

Promising models

(example) New approaches in conducting outreach to chronically homeless individuals and providing them with housing and supportive services are successful in helping this population transition from life on the streets to stable, permanent housing.

University of Pennsylvania Study reveals cost to community for housing homeless persons with mental illness is essentially equal to cost of remaining homeless. Savings come in form of decreased incarceration, emergency room use, out-patient treatment, etc.
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